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Death row is of-
ten referred to as 
a living death, and 
there’s no wonder 
why. 

Capital pun-
ishment is one of  
the most serious 

violations of  human rights, de-
humanizing all involved. 

We have buried our emo-
tions and respect for the hu-
manity of  others beneath a bu-
reaucratic process designed to 
extract revenge and kill people as 
efficiently and cleanly as possible. 
Under such a system, we all be-
come victims. 

It is high time we address the 
death penalty and all of  its flaws: 
the inhumanness, unfairness, its 
history tied to racial injustice, the 
lack of  effectiveness. It’s time to 
call the death penalty what it is: 
state-sanctioned murder. It’s time 
we acknowledge the system as 
broken and make efforts to re-
move the last vestiges of  barbari-
anism from our legal system. 

This issue focuses on the 
way capital punishment harms us 
all, from the prisoners to the peo-
ple who guard and execute them, 
to the effect it has on the rest of  
the country and the world. De-
spite the long road ahead towards 
change, we have hope for the 
future, for our common human 
dignity to prevail.

Thank you for reading 
National Geographic.

Samantha L. Seely
Samantha Seely, 
Editor in Chief
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Montgomery, Alabama, with jars filled with 
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